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Executive Summary 

 

Connections for Classrooms (CFC) is a competitive grant program joining 

multiple state agencies around the common goal of ensuring Georgia schools and 

classrooms have the high-speed broadband access required for digital and blended 

learning. The program has provided more than $81 million in grants from the 

following two sources. 

 

¶ Bond funds appropriated to the Georgia Department of Education 

(GaDOE) 

¶ State general funds appropriated to the OneGeorgia Authority at the 

Department of Community Affairs (DCA). The Governorôs Office of 

Student Achievement (GOSA) manages the funds. 

 

The program is part of a broader statewide effort to expand classroom high-speed 

broadband access in response to Governor Dealôs Digital Learning Task Force 

recommendations, as well as the GaDOEôs efforts to enable personalized learning 

for Georgia students. 

 

The effort complements the expansion of the University System of Georgiaôs 

(USG) PeachNet network to connect every Georgia Local Educational Agency 

(LEA) to its high-speed network. The partnership between USG and GaDOE 

ensured that all district central offices have 100 megabits per second per school of 

bandwidth as of July 2015. Connections for Classrooms offers schools the 

opportunity to increase network infrastructure to effectively utilize the increased 

bandwidth at the classroom level. 

 

To align with the task force recommendations and prioritize funding, the grant 

application and award criteria have prioritized funding districts that will leverage 

the technology to implement digital learning, where students have ñsome element 

of control over the time, place, path, and/or paceò of learning.1 

 

Table 1: CFC Summary by Round 

 

Round Amount Awarded Participating  LEAs Eligible Expenditure 

1 $37 million 104 Tiers 1, 2, and 3 

2 $25.3 million 136 E-rate Category 2 

3 $15.1 million 62 E-rate Category 2 

4 $4.0 million 33 Digital Learning Devices 

                                                 
1 Definition as outlined in the Digital Learning Task Force recommendations and adapted from 

Digital Learning Now! and the Florida Virtual School. https://gosa.georgia.gov/what-digital-

learning  

https://gosa.georgia.gov/what-digital-learning
https://gosa.georgia.gov/what-digital-learning
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In 2014, CFC provided approximately $37 million in funds for Local Education 

Agencies (LEAs) to upgrade broadband infrastructure at the district, school, and 

classroom levels. Round 1 reimbursements are ongoing. 

 

In late 2014, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) infused $2 billion 

into Category 2 of the federal E-rate program to focus on building out school- and 

classroom-level network infrastructure. With these changes, Georgia districts 

became eligible for as much as $188 million in Category 2 funds over the next 

five years. 

 

Given this change, Rounds 2 and 3 shifted 

focus to exclusively provide funds for the 

LEAsô E-rate local match instead of directly 

funding infrastructure, allowing schools to 

leverage federal funds towards their 

infrastructure needs alongside their grant 

money. Round 2 fully funded the ñlocal 

matchò for all LEAs that applied for Round 

1 grants but still had unfunded school-level 

infrastructure needs. Approximately $25.3 

million was awarded to 136 LEAs, enabling LEAs to receive more than $90 

million in E-rate funds. 

 

Round 3 applications opened to all LEAs with remaining E-rate Category 2 

eligibility in summer 2015 and closed in October 2015. 62 LEAs applied. 

Governor Deal announced $15.1 million in Round 3 awards in 2016, which 

enabled districts to receive $36.8 million in E-rate funds. 

  

Overall, the program has enabled many Georgia districts, state schools, and state 

charter schools to make critical upgrades to their network infrastructures, 

upgrades that are critical for 21st century digital learning. In total, over the last 

two years, $77 million in state-funded grants to 159 LEAs has enabled them to 

receive $129 million in federal E-Rate funds for school network infrastructure. 

This is a total network infrastructure investment of $206 million. 

 

With the remaining $4 million in funds, the grant program shifted focus for the 

most recent round to funding digital learning devices, such as laptops and tablets, 

in rural, high-need districts that are poised to implement digital learning. Fifty-

eight districts applied for $11.9 million in fall 2016. After applications were 

scored by independent reviewers, 33 rural, high-need school districts received $4 

million in grants in December 2016. 

 

This annual report provides an overview of 2016 Connections for Classrooms 

program activities for stakeholders across the state.  

Over the last two years, $77 

million in state-funded grants 

to 159 LEAs has enabled them 

to receive $129 million in 

federal E-Rate funds for school 

network infrastructure. This is 

a total network infrastructure 

investment of $206 million. 
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Figure 1: Map of Connections for Classrooms Rounds 1-3 Awardees 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Gray districts did not 

apply for or receive a 

CFC award. 
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Figure 2: Map of Digital Learning Device Rural Grant Program Grantees 
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Background on Connections for Classrooms 

Digital Learning Task Force Recommendations 

Connections for Classrooms (CFC) is part of a broader statewide effort to extend 

high-speed broadband access to Georgia classrooms. In 2012, Governor Nathan 

Deal recognized the growing need for statewide strategies that implemented high-

quality digital learning in the state as a means to increase student achievement. As 

a result, he formed the Digital Learning Task Force (DLTF) to examine the state 

of digital learning and develop recommendations for areas of focus and 

improvement. The task force met eight times from November 2012 to December 

2013 and developed three broad categories of recommendations: infrastructure, 

digital content and courses, and blended and competency-based learning. 

 

Concerning infrastructure, the report recognized that schools must have the 

necessary broadband and network infrastructure to support digital learning, 

resulting in the following two recommendations: 

 

¶ Recommendation 1: Increase statewide broadband capacity to schools, 

ensuring that Georgiaôs schools are able to utilize 21st century technology 

in classrooms. 

 

¶ Recommendation 2: Increase districtsô ability to expand 

wireless connectivity and device availability within schools, 

allowing them to fully leverage increased broadband capacity. 

 

To meet Recommendation 1, the state focused on creating a K-12 Network 

through the expansion of the University System of Georgiaôs (USG) PeachNet 

backbone. Completed in July 2015 through a strategic partnership between the 

University System of Georgia (USG) and the Georgia Department of Education 

(GaDOE), the backbone expansion connects every Georgia Local Educational 

Agency (LEA) in order to supply 100 megabits per second (Mbps) of broadband 

connectivity for each school. 

 

The expansion of PeachNet and the assurance of 100 Mbps for all schools 

required further investments to ensure that the increased bandwidth could be fully 

leveraged in Georgia classrooms, meeting Recommendation 2. To help alleviate 

some of this burden, in early 2014 the GaDOE administered an initial, bond-

funded $7 million grant program to school districts for equipment that would 

connect the LEAôs central office to the PeachNet backbone (e.g., firewalls and 

filtering). All LEAs that applied for funding received a tiered allocation based 

upon the amount of bandwidth expected to be received through the K-12 

Network. 



Connections for Classrooms 2016 Annual Report 

 

 

 

2 

   

While the initial grant assisted LEAs in connecting to PeachNet, significant 

network infrastructure gaps remained at the district, school, and classroom levels. 

To address those needs, Governor Deal proposed and the General Assembly 

approved a $37 million appropriation in the Amended Fiscal Year (AFY) 2014 

budget. These funds created a partnership between three state agencies: GaDOE, 

the Governorôs Office of Student Achievement (GOSA), and the OneGeorgia 

Authority. $14 million in bond funds were appropriated to the GaDOE, and $22.5 

million in general funds were appropriated to the OneGeorgia Authority, which 

were to be administered by GOSA. In spring 2014, the Connections for 

Classrooms Grant Program, housed at GOSA, was formed to oversee the 

competitive grant process and administer the program. 

Round 1 Summary 

Announced in May 2014, Round 1 offered competitive grants to all Georgia local 

education agencies (LEAs) to upgrade broadband infrastructures and enhance 

their abilities to facilitate effective digital learning. LEAs submitted an 

application that consisted of educational and technical components. High-scoring 

applications clearly articulated detailed technical plans for infrastructure 

upgrades, while also demonstrating a clear strategy to leverage digital learning to 

provide students with some measure of control over the time, place, path, and/or 

pace of their education to improve student achievement. 

 

Round 1 primarily focused on purchasing and installing equipment needed to 

ensure the increased bandwidth reached classrooms (e.g., firewalls, routers, 

filters, cabling, ports, local area network, wide area network, and wireless access 

points). School needs were divided into tiers to determine eligibility. The CFC 

grants funded infrastructure at the Tier 1 (District), Tier 2 (School), and Tier 3 

(Classroom) levels. These tiers are illustrated in the figure below. 

 

Figure 2: Diagram of CFC Tiers 
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146 LEAsð143 districts, 2 state charter schools, and 1 state schoolðapplied for 

more than $198 million. In October 2014, Governor Deal announced awards to 

104 LEAs (102 districts, 1 state charter school, and 1 state school), totaling $37 

million. All Tier 1 needs were fully funded, and Tier 2 funds were partially 

funded on a sliding scale based on the application score. The six highest scoring 

LEAs (Thomas, Peach, Tattnall, Ben Hill,  Laurens, and Georgia School for the 

Deaf) received full funding for their Tiers 1 to 3 requests once their Tier 3 award 

funds were combined with expected Category 2 E-rate funds [See the E-rate 

Overview box on p. 5 for more details on how the local match is determined]. 

Appendix A includes a list of final award amounts by grant round. 

 

With the exception of the top six winners who received E-rate match funds, all 

Round 1 projects were successfully closed out by June 30, 2016. GOSA is 

actively conducting site visits each month with Round 1 grantees to ensure that 

the equipment and installation reimbursed are implemented as outlined in the 

approved contracts. In total, $5.9 million of the original grants was not spent and 

therefore has been rolled forward into subsequent award allocations. Many Round 

1 grantees received grants in later rounds, which are detailed in the following 

sections. 

Round 2 Summary 

While Round 1 made significant progress, more than $160 million in 

infrastructure needs from applicants remained unfunded. As a result, in the 

amended FY2015 budget, Governor Deal proposed and the General Assembly 

approved an additional $30 million to the OneGeorgia Authority for additional 

network investment. 

 

Instead of directly funding infrastructure needs as in Round 1, these funds were 

devoted to ensuring districts maximize federal infrastructure funds through the 

Federal Communication Commissionôs (FCC) E-rate Program, which provides 

discounted rates for school internet access and telecommunication needs.  In 

2014, the FCC infused $2 billion in additional funds to focus on Category 2 

services, which align with CFC Tiers 2 and 3, making federal funds available to 

more districts than in the past. LEAs that receive Category 2 E-rate funds must 

fund a ñlocal matchò of the cost before being able to expend federal E-rate funds, 

which creates a barrier for many districts [See the E-rate Overview box on p. 5 

page for more details on how the local match is determined]. As such, the goal of 

CFC Round 2 was to fund the ñlocal matchò of approved Category 2 equipment 

and services for remaining infrastructure needs from Round 1 applicants.2    

                                                 
2 While Round 2 funds have been awarded, LEAs are still in the process of receiving funding 

confirmation from E-rate. Once they receive approval, they submit required documents to GOSA 

and request reimbursement.  

http://www.fcc.gov/guides/universal-service-program-schools-and-libraries
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Round 2 funded the ñlocal matchò 

for all LEAs that applied for Round 1 

grants but still had unfunded school- 

and classroom-level infrastructure 

needs (Tiers 2 and 3). On May 5, 

2015, Governor Deal announced 

$25.4 million in Round 2 grant 

awards to 134 districts and two state 

charter schools. Funds could only be 

used for E-rate Category 2 items in 

FY15 and/or FY16 E-rate Funding 

Years or for previous years if the 

LEA had a previous Priority 2 E-rate 

funding commitment for which it had 

not been able to provide its local 

match and the equipment or services 

aligned with the current Category 2.3 

Grantees were only eligible to 

receive funds up to their maximum 

eligible ñlocal matchò for their 

remaining needs. 

 

Once award amounts were 

determined, LEAs submitted a Letter 

of Intent (LOI) claiming their award 

amounts and specifying the E-rate 

funding cycle(s) in which funds 

would be used as well as the 

estimated amounts to be used for 

each cycle. Once LEAs receive 

funding approval from E-rate, they 

are required to send their USAC 

Form 471 and Funding Commitment 

Decision Letter, which confirm both the E-rate federal funding and local match 

required. 133 of 136 LEAs accepted their Round 2 awards (132 districts and 1 

state charter school). Appendix A includes a list of final award amounts by grant 

round. 

 

As of December 1, 2016, 62 LEAs submitted documentation for reimbursement 

of E-rate FY15 Category 2 expenses, and none had yet submitted documentation 

for reimbursement of E-rate FY16 Category 2 expenses. LEAs have until 

                                                 
3 In conjunction with the Round 3 award announcements, GOSA announced that it will allow 

Round 2 awards to be used for the FY17 E-rate funding cycle. 

Impact: Easy Online Administration 

of Georgia Milestones 

¶ In 2014, Thomas County Schools 

received a CFC grant to upgrade 

broadband and wireless network 

capacities at its two elementary 

schools, Garrison-Pilcher and Cross 

Creek. 

¶ These upgrades enabled a system-

wide, one-to-one instructional device 

initiative. 

¶ The network upgrades, along with 

cross-team collaboration and carefully 

planned procedures, enabled the district 

to administer more than 80% of their 

Georgia Milestones tests online last 

year, ahead of state expectations. 

¶ Testing disrupted far less 

instruction than in prior years since 

computer labs could now be used for 

instruction in non-tested subjects. 

Paraphrased from GOSAôs case study on 

Thomas County Schoolsô CFC 

Implementation: ñHow do you successfully 

administer Georgia Milestones online?ò 

Available at: 

https://gosa.georgia.gov/sites/gosa.georgia

.gov/files/related_files/document/Thomas_

County_Brief_FINAL%2012202016.pdf  

 

https://gosa.georgia.gov/sites/gosa.georgia.gov/files/related_files/document/Thomas_County_Brief_FINAL%2012202016.pdf
https://gosa.georgia.gov/sites/gosa.georgia.gov/files/related_files/document/Thomas_County_Brief_FINAL%2012202016.pdf
https://gosa.georgia.gov/sites/gosa.georgia.gov/files/related_files/document/Thomas_County_Brief_FINAL%2012202016.pdf
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December 31, 2017 to request reimbursement for the local match funding in 

FY16. 

Grant Activities  

The remaining sections of the report provide details of grant program activities 

during the 2016 calendar year. The Round 3 awards, announced in January and 

May 2016, focused on network infrastructure as in the first two rounds. In 

summer 2016, applications opened for the fourth round, the Digital Learning 

Device Rural Grant Program, which pivoted to focus on enabling rural, high-need 

districts that are poised to implement digital learning to purchase laptops, tablets, 

or other mobile devices used for instruction. 
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Connections for Classrooms ï Round 3 

 

In June 2015, GOSA opened applications in Round 3 of the grant program to 

provide roughly $8.2 million in awards to Georgia LEAs with remaining E-rate 

eligibility, which would enable districts to receive $14 to 18 million in federal E-

rate funds. Applicants could request funding for the 2015, 2016, and 2017 E-Rate 

funding cycles, with funding available through December 31, 2018. 

 

E-rate Overview 

 

The Federal Communication Commissionôs (FCC) E-rate Program was ñmandated 

by Congress in 1996 and implemented by the Federal Communications Commission 

in 1997." The Universal Services Administrative Company (USAC) administers the 

program to provide discounted services, such as internet access and broadband 

infrastructure, to eligible schools and libraries. E-rate funds are generated from 

telecommunications service providers through the collection of a fee from consumers 

referred to as a ñUniversal Serviceò fee on their phone bills.  

 

The E-rate program is divided into two separate categories of funding. Category 2 

services (internal connections, managed internal broadband services and basic 

maintenance of internal connections) align with Tiers 2 and 3 in the CFC program. 

Therefore, only E-rate Category 2 eligible items, as determined by USAC, were 

approved for funding in Round 2 of CFC.  

 

When the FCC infused $2 billion in additional funds to focus on Category 2 services 

in 2014, it made all LEAs in the country eligible for $150 per student or a minimum 

of $9,200 per school, subject to each districtôs discount rate. The discount a school 

receives from the E-rate program is determined based on the poverty level and 

urban/rural status of the school. It ranges from 20-85 percent (e.g. a rural school with 

a high percentage of students in poverty will receive a higher discount than an urban 

school with a lower percentage of students in poverty). The remaining percentage 

after the discount is considered the ñlocal match,ò which the CFC program has 

funded for grantees. As an example, a school with 1,000 students and an 80% 

discount rate is eligible for $150 x 1,000 or $150,000.00. The E-rate program would 

provide $120,000 (80%), and the local match would be $30,000 (20%). 

 
Example School 

Unfunded Tier 2 

and 3 Needs 
(Based on CFC 

Round 1 

application) 

E-Rate Discount 

(Determined by 

FCC) 

Local Match 
(Portion paid by 

school) 

Federally 

Funded Portion 
(Portion paid 

through the E-rate 

program) 

$150,000.00  80% $30,000.00  $120,000.00  

 

http://www.fcc.gov/
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Since USAC reviews districtsô E-rate applications from a technical perspective, 

the Georgia grant application was revised to focus primarily on digital learning 

plans and requested only a high-level technical description of infrastructure. More 

specifically, the application included the following elements: 

 

¶ Brief description of network infrastructure plans, 

¶ Digital learning implementation plans, 

¶ Alignment with state and district technology plans, and 

¶ Professional learning plans for effective digital learning implementation. 

 

As with Round 1, applicants were required to describe how the increased 

connectivity would enable the LEA to implement digital learning, defined as 

"learning facilitated by technology that gives students some element of control 

over time, place, path and/or pace," to improve student outcomes. 

Applications closed on October 29, 2015, and 62 LEAs applied for $15.2 million 

in grants. Each application was scored by two independent reviewers with 

expertise in digital learning using a 50-point rubric. Any review with more than a 

ten-point spread between reviewers resulted in a third review, which was then 

averaged with the other two scores. 

 

On January 19, 2016, Governor Deal announced $8.2 million in awards to 47 

districts and 1 state school. Given the limited funds, only 9 of the 48 grantees 

were fully funded. With this limitation in mind, Governor Deal included an 

additional $9.4 million in his AFY16 budget during the 2016 legislative session, 

which the General Assembly passed in the budget. Once the budget was signed, 

Governor Deal announced an additional $6.9 million in Round 3 grants to fully 

fund the E-rate local match for all Round 3 applicants. 

 

In sum, the combined $15.1 million in Round 3 funds enabled the LEAs, which 

include 60 districts, one state school, and one state charter school, to receive 

$36.8 million in federal E-Rate funds, making the total investment of $51.9 

million in school network infrastructure. Appendix A includes a list of final award 

amounts by grant round. 
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Awardees followed the same process with Letters of Intent to reserve funding. As 

before, GOSA enters into a contract with awardees once they receive and submit 

E-rate funding confirmation (USAC Form 471 and Funding Commitment 

Decision Letter). 

 

As with prior rounds, GOSA staff conduct monitoring visits to a number of 

grantees each month to ensure that purchased equipment is in line with their 

contracts. In addition, in fall 2016, GOSA anonymously surveyed grantees for 

CFC Impact ï Enabling Video Instruction at Georgia School for the Deaf 

 
The Georgia School for the Deaf (GSD) is a state-operated residential school in Cave 

Spring for students who are deaf and hard of hearing. Among the 102 students at 

GSD, the majority reside at school with a small number of day students from local 

school districts. GSD students are racially and ethnically diverse, and 68 percent 

qualify for free or reduced price lunch. Many of the students who enroll at GSD 

arrive with significant language challenges and may be multiple years below grade 

level. 

 

GSD provides a bilingual education program of American Sign Language (ASL) and 

English. ASL is the studentsô first language and is necessary to support their 

educations in English. Because ASL is a visually-based language that relies on 

gestures, facial expressions, and head and body movements to convey meaning, 

videos provide important learning opportunities for students. Interrupted or lagging 

video makes it impossible to follow the meaning of what is being said. Thus, the lack 

of network capacity created a significant barrier to student learning both inside and 

outside the classroom at GSD.  

 

GSD received CFC grant funds in 2014 that, in partnership with federal E-Rate 

funds, upgraded the school to the highest capacity wireless arrays available. This has 

enabled the following. 

 

¶ GSDôs network is now accessible for both classroom instruction and 

independent learning in academic buildings and dormitories. 

¶ There are fewer interruptions to classroom time to allow videos and other 

content to load. 

¶ GSD teachers are able to realize the schoolôs digital learning goals, including 

use of hybrid, flipped and distance instructional models, expanded content, 

and alternative assessment. 

Paraphrased from GOSAôs case study on Georgia School for the Deafôs CFC 

Implementation: ñOnline video: A critical tool in improving academic outcomes 

among deaf students.ò Available at: 

https://gosa.georgia.gov/sites/gosa.georgia.gov/files/related_files/document/Georgia_

School_for_the_Deaf_Brief_FINAL%2012202016.pdf  

 

 

https://gosa.georgia.gov/sites/gosa.georgia.gov/files/related_files/document/Georgia_School_for_the_Deaf_Brief_FINAL%2012202016.pdf
https://gosa.georgia.gov/sites/gosa.georgia.gov/files/related_files/document/Georgia_School_for_the_Deaf_Brief_FINAL%2012202016.pdf
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feedback on the grant process to strengthen the program. The results of the survey 

are summarized below.4 

 

¶ 100% agreed or strongly agreed that their questions to CFC staff have 

been handled in a timely, informative, and helpful manner. 

¶ 100% reported that their reimbursements were received in a timely manner 

(if they had already requested reimbursement). 

¶ 100% reported that GOSA communication, including grant program 

documentation and e-mails, were useful, beneficial, and easy to 

understand. 

 

Digital Learning Device Rural Grant Program 

 

In the first three rounds of the Connections for Classrooms Grant Program, $77 

million in grants were awarded to 159 LEAs for district and school network 

upgrades. As a result, all districts that applied for grant funds now have, or will 

soon have, wireless internet access to their classrooms. However, many schools, 

particularly those in rural and high-need areas, lack resources to purchase sufficient 

devices to fully leverage the increased connectivity and enable students to 

authentically participate in digital learning. In addition, the need for digital learning 

devices has been evident throughout the grant program. In the fall 2015 survey of 

grantees, 86% of respondents reported that future funding should be devoted to 

student devices.  

 

With this in mind, GOSA announced a new round of competitive grant funding in 

July 2016, the Digital Learning Device Rural Grant Program. This round enabled 

rural, high-need districts that are poised to implement digital learning to purchase 

laptops, tablets, or other mobile devices used for instruction.  

 

Due to limited funding, this round included competitive application submission 

and review process to determine awards. Strong applicants clearly described how 

this grant will enable them to change instruction to implement digital learning, 

specifically facilitating learning with technology that gives students some control 

over time, place, path, and/or pace. In addition, they demonstrated their needs for 

devices, outline their device selection/deployment/maintenance plans, and provide 

assurance of network preparedness to support devices. The applications included 

the following sections: 

 

¶ Description of current device inventory and statement of need, including a 

description of how the LEA has exhausted other possible options; 

¶ Device selection/deployment/maintenance plans; 

¶ Assurance of network preparedness for effective device usage; 

                                                 
4 91 grantees responded to the survey. 
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¶ Digital learning plans with a clear link to student outcomes; and 

¶ Instructional staff readiness plans. 

 

Eligibility for this round was limited to the 72 LEAs determined to be both rural 

and high need, using the criteria explained below. 

Who was eligible for the Digital Learning Device Rural Grant Program? 

¶ High-Need: LEAs located in one of 71 Tier 1 counties using the Georgia 

Department of Community Affairsô annual job tax credit tiers. These counties 

represent the counties with the highest unemployment rate, lowest per capita 

income, and highest percentage of residents whose incomes are below the poverty 

level in the state. In addition to being districts with high student need, the 

economic conditions make it less likely that these districts are able to bridge the 

device gap with BYOD policies and local purchases. For more information on the 

tiers, click here. 

¶ Rural:  LEAs serving less than 25 students per square mile. These LEAs must 

spend proportionally more funds per pupil since they serve a more dispersed 

population and do not have the economies of scale of larger districts. In addition, 

students are more likely to spend longer times on buses and have more limited 

dual enrollment opportunities, making digital learning more important. 

 

The three State Schools were also eligible. In addition, state charter schools that are 

located in a Tier 1 County and have an attendance zone in which all LEAs were eligible 

for the grant were also eligible. 

 

 
 

 

http://www.dca.state.ga.us/economic/taxcredits/programs/taxcredit.asp
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Eligible LEAs could apply for up to $75 per student. These funds were not 

intended to purchase a $75 device per student. Rather, as a whole, the total 

eligible funding amount should be used according to the LEA plan for devices 

that will best serve the students. All devices must be compliant with the minimum 

standards for online testing through the Georgia Milestones Assessment System. 

 

GOSA received applications from 58 of 72 eligible LEAs by the November 1, 

2016 deadline, totaling $11.9 million in requested funds. External reviewers 

scored the applications using a similar process as in prior grant rounds. 

 

On December 21, Governor Deal announced that 33 rural, high-need districts 

would be awarded nearly $4 million to purchase laptops and tablets. Districts 

have until February 24, 2017 to submit a Letter of Intent to accept the grant 

award. 

 

  






